hdi

' many of the Gods were incarnated among the Vrishni

family to destroy demons like himself.  After His
i playful humiliation of Indra, Narada was among the

celestial beings who went 'to greet Sri Krishna, and

-when He slew the demon Aristhasura he went to report
to Kamsa that the doomful eighth Child of Devaki was

- there in Brindavan and it was He who was slaying the
'demon messengers one by one. But when Kamsa,
in his rage at the broken word of Devaki and her
husband Vasudeva, was about to slay them both, Narada
stopped the wicked act, and His parents were kept safe
in prison till Krishna came to free them. When He had
slain the demon Kes'i (whence His Name of Kes'ava),
Narada- hastened again to meet the Divine Child and
to foretell even greater deeds than He would do on earth.

Narada was active also in helping Krishna's cousins,
the Pa^davas wrongfully driven from their kingdom by
the Kuru brothers. When all five had married one
wife, Draupadi, it was he who taught them how to live
with her without jealousy or quarrelling. When Maya*s
spirits built a palace for the five Pandavas, he admired
at heartily, and yet in later years told Yudhisthira that
the glories of his court, wherein he took such pride,
were nothing at all compared to the splendours of the
inner worlds. It was Narada again who advised the
Pandavas to perform the Rajasuya sacrifice, and they
sent him to consult Krishna if it were advisable and to
mvite Him for it if He were in favour.

Meanwhile he reported to Mayavati the story of how
Krishna's sons Pradyumnas had been swallowed by a